Supratentorial giant cell ependymoma.
Ependymomas account for 3 to 9% of all neuroepithelial tumors and, although occurring most often within the ventricular system, they may arise from the extraventricular parenchyma as well. Several histologic patterns of these neoplasm are well known, but little attention has been devoted to a variant composed of giant elements. We describe the case of a 13-year-old girl experiencing a 3-month history of partial seizures in whom cranial magnetic resonance imaging showed an extraventricular, right parietotemporal neoplasm, adherent to the overlying dura mater. Histologic, immunohistochemical and ultrastructural findings were consistent with those of a high-grade ependymoma. The tumor was characterized by the presence of a major component of pleomorphic giant cells, as also seen in pleomorphic xantoastrocytoma, subependymal giant cell astrocytoma and glioblastoma multiforme. Similar elements have been described in two filum terminale and one supratentorial, intraventricular ependymoma, respectively. Histologic and evolutional data of those and of our own case suggest that isolated giant cells are not necessarily linked to a bad prognosis in ependymomas.